
Case study

Keen to push the boundaries of design, 

these homeowners transformed their 

cramped and dark home into a bright and 

airy family home. Essential to the design 

were two flat glass fixed rooflights which 

flooded the downstairs family areas with 

over twice as much natural daylight. 

This 1970’s home, situated within Winchester, had a 

particular charm which attracted homeowners, Rachael 

and Dan to purchase in the summer of 2009. Quiet 

surroundings and beautiful views of the countryside 

added to the appeal of the home and o�ered the 

opportunity for them to bring up their family here.

However, with a growing family, they were keen to 

redevelop and had a desire to make something more 

of their home – all whilst retaining the character of the 

property. 

The upstairs was attractive and functional, but the 

ground floor was dark, cramped and lacked any flow 

throughout. There was a very minimal connection with 

the garden, due to small windows and a lack of direct 

access from the kitchen.

Rachael and Dan wanted an open, bright extension 

which created a flow between all the downstairs rooms 

and linked to the garden creating more space and 

more light into this family home. They approached OB 

Architecture, who created an array of innovative ideas 

which not only gave the homeowners everything they 

wanted but also kept their budget in mind.

‘We spent nearly a year finalising the design’ says 

Rachael. However, this commitment to the design 

process allowed them to radically transform their 

property in a way which really benefited them and 

allowed OB Architecture to get a true reflection of the 

project they were undertaking.
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Given the cold, dark rooms, OB Architecture 

started by looking at how they could open 

out the rooms in a cost-e�ective way without 

compromising the structural integrity of the house 

and blowing the budget on a complex steel frame 

arrangement.

They agreed upon a generous rear kitchen-diner 

extension with zoned elements, such as a snug 

and study area. The stairs were re-orientated and 

the hallway widened to add extra depth to this 

downstairs family area.

Three panels of glazed sliding doors were placed 

along the rear elevation to connect the room with 

the garden, and two large frameless rooflights 

were introduced above the dining table to bring 

in natural daylight to a room previously starved of 

sunlight.
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Perfect for this creation was the Glazing Vision BBA 

approved Flushglaze rooflight. A minimalist fixed 

rooflight, with ‘frameless’ internal views designed to 

allow as much natural daylight into a room as possible. 

Light grey matt finish kitchen units and a composite 

worktop is set against an oak parquet flooring to create 

a mid-century modern look to the room. A vivid blue 

splashback provides an accent of colour that is picked up 

elsewhere in the room with the coloured Eames chairs.

The family are really pleased with the results. “The light 

and connection between all the rooms and the garden is 

amazing. Views we didn’t have before keep appearing” 

explains Rachael. She continued to say, “We ended up 

doubling our budget because of changes like upping the 

specification on doors and rooflights, but we feel it was 

money well spent”.

For more information on Glazing Vision’s fixed, frameless 

rooflight, contact us on 01379 658 300 or request a CPD.


